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Module 8: 
Post-Vote Procedures

Senate & Referendum

• Apply the same counting process

• Slight modifications for:
• Forms to Use

• Counting Rules

• Results Reporting

• Ballot Retention

• Recount / Appeal

Application of LAEA

What to Count

• Any number of candidate 
selections up to the maximum
• For a maximum of 3, an elector

may choose 1, 2, or 3 candidates

What to reject

• Candidate selections over the 
maximum
• For a maximum of 3, ballots with

4+ selections are rejected

• Blank ballots

Senate Ballot Count Counting Ballots

1

2

3



5/18/2021

2

Senate Ballot Count
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Senate Ballot Count Tally Sheet Preparation
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Senate Ballot Count Scenario 1 – Valid Ballot
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Senate Ballot Count Scenario 2 – Under Vote
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Senate Ballot Count Scenario 3 – Over Vote
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Senate Ballot Count Scenario 4 – Blank Ballot
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Senate Ballot Count Ballot Account & Result of Vote
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Senate Ballot Count Ballot Account & Result of Vote
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Rejected Ballots _______________

Rejected Ballots on Which No
Vote Was Cast by an Elector _______________

ALPHA

BETA

GAMMA

DELTA

EPSILON
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What to Count

• Look at each question on its own
• A question with a single response

is counted

What to reject

• Look at each question on its own
• A question with multiple

responses is not counted

• A blank question is not counted

Referendum Ballot Count Counting Ballots
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Referendum Ballot Count
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Sample Ballot

Referendum Ballot Count Tally Sheet Preparation

Y
E
S

N
O

R
E
J
E
C
T
E
D

B
L
A
N
K

QUESTION 1:

Referendum Ballot Count Scenario 1 – Valid Ballot
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Referendum Ballot Count Scenario 2 – Under Vote
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Referendum Ballot Count Scenario 3 – Over Vote
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Referendum Ballot Count Ballot Account & Result of Vote
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Ballot Account & 
Result of Vote

Form Sample for Referendum
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Ballot Account & 
Result of Vote

Form Sample for Referendum
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Senate & Referendum Documenting Objections

Use Form 18RSE: Note of Objection to a Ballot
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• Municipality may report results

Election Night

Senate & Referendum Results Reporting

Post Vote

• Returning Officer must report 
results to Elections Alberta by 
October 25

• Reporting is completed in the
Elections Database

• Separate screens for referendum
and senate reporting

Senate Election

What to report?

• Number of Votes for each Candidate

• Number of Rejected Ballots

• Number of Blank Ballots

Referendum
Vote

What to report?

For each referendum question:

• Number of “Yes” Votes

• Number of “No” Votes

• Number of Rejected Ballots

• Number of Blank Ballots
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Senate & Referendum Official Announcement

• Elections Alberta completes the
Official Tabulation

• Results from all jurisdictions are
included

• Senate nominees are declared
• Results of referendum questions are 

announced
• Official announcement and

municipality by municipality results 
posted online

Senate & Referendum Recount / Appeal

Jurisdictions using regular ballots Jurisdictions with an alternative voting 
equipment bylaw

• All ballot boxes containing ballots • Ballots will not be collected

• Ballot Account & Result of Vote Forms • Tabulator results tapes, result reports
• Ballot Account & Result of Vote Forms

• Returning Officer’s Compilation of Results • Returning Officer’s Compilation of Results

In the case of a judicial recount or appeal, Elections Alberta will make arrangements with municipalities with 
required items, such as:

Senate & Referendum Ballot Retention

• Retention period for senate & 
referendum ballots is 3 months 
post-election day
• Ballots/boxes can be destroyed 

after January 18, 2022
• If a judicial recount occurs, this 

timeframe is extended a further 3 
months after the date of the 
decision
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Questions?

Email: ops@elections.ab.ca

Website: www.elections.ab.ca

Phone: 780.427.7191
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